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fore the Royal Commission on National Museums and Galleries
with the hope that a satisfactory solution would be reached. The
general opinion of the Commission was that there was much to be
said in favour of having one repository wherein a copy of every-
thing published might be sought with a reasonable anticipation
of success, however seemingly insignificant the work, and ir-
respective of the politics, religion, or morality contained therein.
The fact that the material on which many of these publications
were printed was or might be perishable did not, in their opinion,
affect the general duty of their preservation.
But a very useful and practicable compromise was mooted as
the best solution to the problem, namely, that the powers of the
British Museum Act of 1915 should be extended to allow the
exclusion from deposit of
1.  Local railway and steamer time-tables, the contents of
which, with the exception of advertisements, were usually
included in the general time-tables issued by respective
companies.
2.  Registers of voters: for these were incompletely supplied,
occupied much space, were seldom consulted, and complete
sets were always available at the Home Office.
3.  Specifications of patents, which were always accessible
at the Patent Office, and also at certain local public
libraries.
4.  Games and puzzles, which could possibly be registered and
protected without deposit at the British Museum, for these
also took up a great deal of valuable space.
While agreeing mainly with this compromise, the Commission
contended that the suggestion that children's toy-books and
puzzle games should be excluded was inadvisable, since, in
questions of legislation, regard had to be paid to the possibilities
of even a distant future. The fact that there was no more interest-
ing exhibit in the Graeco-Roman Room in the British Museum
than the section containing children's toys and games was men-
tioned as a corroborative instance.1
The relief to be expected from refusing future accommodation
to theotherthree classes of publications was estimated to besovery
1 Part II of the Final Report of ikeRoyal Commission on National Museums
and Galleries, 1930, pp. 14-15.